Class Code #0006 Class Code #2702 Class Code #7219 Class Code #8393
Effective Date Agriculture Logging Trucking Auto Repair

7/1/1980 $5.95 $18.85 $7.00 $1.60
7/1/1981 $7.50 $19.85 $8.00 $2.30
7/1/1982 $6.95 $19.55 $8.55 $2.45
7/1/1983 $7.70 $20.35 $8.60 $2.55
7/1/1984 $8.35 $21.65 $9.25 $2.80
1/1/1985 $9.60 $24.90 $10.64 $3.22
7/1/1985 $9.76 $29.60 $10.95 $3.19
7/1/1986 $10.40 $26.00 $11.86 $3.80
7/1/1987 $11.38 $34.39 $14.80 $4.30
7/1/1988 $10.21 $38.22 $16.59 $3.85

p 7/1/1989 $10.35 $36.82 $13.03 $3.73

\”W 7/1/1990 $12.87 $37.73 $16.65 $4.71
7/1/1991 S14.77 $43.30 $19.11 $5.32
1/1/1992 $16.76 $45.71 $25.01 $7.14
1/1/1993 $18.93 $48.88 $23.94 $9.31
7/1/1993 $17.43 $45.84 $24.31 $7.92
7/1/1994 $16.32 $44.46 $16.29 $6.22
7/1/1995 $13.76 $34.54 $12.45 $4.50
7/1/1996 $13.52 $31.66 $10.14 $3.93
7/1/1997 $13.84 $29.49 $10.47 $3.90
7/1/1998 $14.01 $28.25 $10.87 $4.27
7/1/1999 $13.23 $30.68 $12.05 $4.85
7/1/2000 $13.05 $30.83 $12.99 $4.57
7/1/2001 $12.27 $31.94 $13.48 $5.14
7/1/2002 $12.81 $35.88 $15.16 $4.57
7/1/2003 $15.68 $31.84 $17.35 $4.43
7/1/2004 $16.17 $30.07 $17.97 $3.93
7/1/2005 $17.37 $29.50 $18.14 $4.77
7/1/2006 $17.28 $27.71 $16.81 $4.39
7/1/2007 $17.31 $28.68 $14.78 $4.03
7/1/2008 $16.92 $23.87 $13.40 $3.29
7/1/2009 $15.02 $27.94 $11.42 $3.51
7/1/2010 $11.11 $24.35 $8.87 $2.82
7/1/2011 $11.56 . s3543 $8.76 1$2.64
7/1/2012
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lators convened in Helena Mon-}... $207 million. ‘ - cent; whxch is due to ex| ire June 30, .
ay for a special session to consider, |  Trying to nail down the deﬁcrt is like 1991, would be reduced two-one hun-
among other things, reforming the bel-  trying to catch the wind — lt changes dreths of a percent too. 28 percent July ~
%llu‘e workers® compensation fund. constantl{ 991
e work-comp insurance fund has The state-run fund is the insurer of Imtxally, the tax will raise.
an unfunded’ liability of $207 million. last resort. It writes most of the high- ~ mated $12.5 mxlllon a year,
The unfunded liability is the amount of - risk business in the state and insures, :
money that the fund is short.to guaran- . 26,000 employ,gr :
tee payment-of all out- e\ pohucal and econom nhic-decision:
- standing’claims filed by was made in_the mid-'80s to keep r more th:
injured workers whose : _artifically low to keep busi s in” " year, will pay dbout $2m
employers are insured .+ Mdntana and/or not drive them out of . ‘The 4,915 companies that h
by the state. business. . '+ insurance will pay about $4 it
A bill being consxdered AN But:the skyrocketing deﬂcrt ha§ re-+—year and the 26,000 ¢
during the special ses- - sulted in substantial premium in- .~ insured by the state
sion to revamp the work- IR - creases in recent years'| that has exac- million a year.
comp fund includes both. ~~erbated the situation. o ‘
—a'short-and & long-term VIEW - The' i)roposed long-term’ solutlon to'

goal C i . - this dilemma'is to separate all esti- - pay more in payro
- -+ The short-term goalis ! ! mated clalms for injuries which oc- comip. So, employers w
. to head off a premium increase on . curred prior to July 1, 1990, from those more. than an average $12.5'million a
; JHEI 1 that would average 24 percent /Wreh&wm oceur after July 1, 1990. The - {ear over the 30 years the tax is in ef-
: al9 percent average mcrease in State ompensatlon Mutual Insurance ect g
. Fund would set insurance rates and’ . In fact, the payroll ta

The long-term goal is to refmance pil collect premiums sufficient to pay all.- --$22 million a year-over-th
the unfunded liability new claims incurred after July-1, 1990. is in efféct.
«=Contrary to what many people might It would not be responsnble for ransmg
; ]\iﬂk,ﬁﬁ work-comp deficitisnof * = revenue, through insurance rates, to
ing that has been growmg over. pay any claims which occurred prior .
along period of time. - to July 1, 1990,

“It’s'taken a mere five years to create . The pro?osed Ieglslatxon ‘authorizes ,
the current mess. ‘the state to sell $220 million in bonds to spreadsheet, e
“The state-run [program had been ob get the money necessary to pay off the total of $662.9 mill
erating in the black until 1985 when a unfunded lability. life of the bond )
$29.3 million unfunded liability turned - According to a spreadsheet prepared bility payments (be $

--up. It soared to $81 million in 1986;———-by-the office-of-the-legislative auditor,:—and projected deb| Ce

$149.2 million in 1987; $157 million in : $i50 million in bonds would be sold'in- ~ will total $586.1 million
----1088;-$217-million-as of mid-1989;-then——1991; $35. mllhon in.1994; andanothenv --,_An acknowle

dropped to $197 million in March. Now, * $35 million in 1997, . ]

we :e told, the unfunded l:abxhty is . - The current payroll tax of 0.3 per- he was presented with’
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‘Admipistration and the Sta

Stacey has sued the state Department of
te Compensation _ ..

 the state decided 1o hire Wang Laboratories, |

Workers'

r =
i

T re siate Workers. Compensa- |

" “sion in March that struck down a

“%

By The Assoclated Press

tion Fund’s projected deficit has
‘bounced upward_by another $10
million because of a recent Mon-
tana Supreme Court decision,
state officials say.

A report by actuary Cc&B Con-
sulting Group of San Francisco
'said the “‘unfunded lability” of
‘the fund will reach $207 million
by June 30 —a $10 million jump
from projections at the end of

‘compensation
deficit rises | <=

Patrick Sweeney, president of ~ 1

the State Compensation Mutual -
Insurance Fund, said the jump is
linked-to a Supreme Court deci-

qutior} of the 1987 law that re-
ormer workers’ compensation in
- ‘Montana. o )
“Phe court decision had a $10
million impact,” he said late last-
week. . N
The state work-comp fund's
defieit is one of several problems
the Legislature will be address-
ing lluring a special session that
begins Monday. L T
Sweeney, - who hailed - the
March pro‘iection as an indicator
that the ballooning work-comp -
debt was finally on its way down,

sald lprojecting the unfunded li- ena last week. The Russians wore in_lown to

“abllity is like a ‘moving target.”

agler-Anderson
Mortuary
“Locally Owned & Operated”
) Bremt © Anderson
Don R Hagler Melvin W. Admire

‘860 Logan St.  442.8520 !
) " § B

H

BAARSON, William \V,, jage 64,
of 1535 Broadwater . Circle.
Chapel. services will be today
at 11 a.m. at the Hagler-Ander-
son Chapel, - with the Rev.
“Loren §. Foot officiating. Mili-
tary graveside services will be
at the state Veterans’ Ceme-
tery, Ft Hareison. Cremation
has taken place.

MACKIN. Eugene L. age 8S.of
-~ 6508 —Canyon —Ferry Road:
Church service Tues. at 1R
a.m, at St. Paul’s United Meth-
Lodist Church, the Rev,
Orendorf officlaling. Family
- prefers memorials to the-dialy-
PSls unit at St Peter’s Hospital
*or the Hospice of St. Peter's,
1475 Broadway, Hélena, or to
St Paul's Methodist Chuech.

Dave |

TOURING HELENA — Russian tiilmmakers Gleb -
and Igor Alginikov, left, explore downtown Hel:

prejent “Red Fish in America,” — a program of

Rural nurses war

Compare disease to plague

KALISPELL (AP) ~ The deadly disease of AIDS . who?
can strike those living in rural aceas just as easily
as it can those in cities; a speaker al the fifth anny-
al Rural Nurse Organization’s conference $aid here

last weekend. \ :
: about 135 people
Spokiine, Wash

»

Linda Paulsen, a nurse from’
compared ‘AlDs, or red Im
S{n‘ me, ‘with othet ep o

Pacific Northwest. -
i

cluding the buboanic plague of ihc IS
‘She said thal disease “'was ¢
God's {mishm_mt for the mora
generally poor and disadyantaged
little familiar? - o

“This (AIDS) is an
~crimination;" she said.

have been in the cities, "
“But, she noted, there have.
DS jo, Flath ; and




forkers' comp bill; Session's first la

goes

5\%‘" “Meanwhile; Helena's |

OB ANEZ :
ciatéd Press Writer

@ special sessionof the Legislature was headed for a showdown- ~*»f<-A§§ﬂi?¢£aN;§i—zggg- Widter — 1
v over how to deal with a state workers' compensation insurance - i e - —
ram and jts financial problems. ' The Senafe passed and sent

Senate commitiee Wednesday heard three bills offering various® - wednesdaguﬂdbm_ ahm"flﬂﬁﬁckm 'ufhe,d in-
ild a .new_cell block at the state

ions and passed only one. Action on the other two measures, coi-  mates to
Eéi the :ag}'e Vit?\bég alternatives; is scheduled for. today as theses- . prison.. 1. 1. S
gins our y. . (i ? - “Th * s Ly ey .

measure suppot%ed_by the business community as a temporary at- 1e;s§a&?sgi°$ fhaﬁféeézm,fgf 's;i):c&:l syst

-to the program’s lack of money to cover outstanding claims of . gigned to ‘head off any further legal action  haveélto fa
-ed workers is expected to be sent to the Senate floor and eventual--- over the controversial §1.2 million construc-  her predecess
 the House. RS . " Honprojedk, T .. s .t o fomiils o A lawsuit ov
There the bill will be “dead on arrival,".said the .  House Bill 1 was approved 40-10 ‘with little was §

J — sponsor.of a competing proposal already passed by - debate, .7 i i e Con ‘
) the House. % 7 'Thie Senate also ‘confirmed the appoint-
b ivs. However, sources said the House bill has no chance - ments of a Supreme Court justice three dis-
g in the Senate, and that sets the stage for.confronta-  _{rict judges and a new chief water. judge
f“’,}‘hwet the two measures. . . .C. Bruce Loble, a Helena attorney, Was- Spite Wednesday's actio
-rival. < The proposals address a potential deficit facing the . - confirmed-unanimously. as new chief water - “won't be on the November
State Compensation Mutual Insurance Fund estimal--  judge; He renlaces ‘W.W. Lessley, who died Lynch suggested  there.

e House &g at 5207 million. A 24 percent increase inpremiums | .. ik :

't take. isscheduled to take effect July | forthe 27,000em:= o - i T :

nd-Alds loyers covered by the program. & ' i e ; L

nd-Alds." PR S ot fo the Senatcona ot vote, [V CREY @ Y- ears.
. calls for separating that red ink from the fund July T = S .- i 5
and issuing up to $220 million in tax-exempt bonds ; L Seled, o ) )

1-the next 30 years to erase. the deficit. The bonds weuld be paid off i e f oo e S
h money from an employer tax of 28 cents for every $100 of payroli. "g{ thllt.lr‘l}sOMBARm LR ‘_"%3?3&“3&3"’?
iupporters said the proposal provides a permanent answer tothe. . 0000 ureal;. .« JE 13(')" <

ney shortage and prevenis the big premium ifcrease, - - ——Or Lz-mi»zé a lgii)bnhi dfé Houge:

:ﬁtﬁssid'tt_:e'amyearvlan1§too-long-andcostlyﬂéérliﬁék—bfﬁt’ﬂé - AL

3 million in tax revenue would be used to pay interest costs.. - - panel Wed;\e;sddé’ﬂlu\lua%tf tgébe v
3ep. Chuck Swysgood, R-Dillon, suggested the Senate Labor-and - “:imi’ _“:_VOV_ 4 qiza (;._p :ts

aployment Relations Committee consider a change that would usea .. ‘i’ ministration’s- privatization et- .

;gtly higher tax rate and reserve funds in the insurance program to:. orts, which' labor representa-

¥ off the bonds in 15 years. The idea would cut the price of the bill by | tives say shouldn't -be ‘made just

0 million, hesaid. = = - . e i gs'g::;':g.emﬁgicﬁ at “bargain-

T'he bill by Rep. Bili Glaser, R-Billings, is opposed by business lead- : A e

s who said the employer tax is unfair to those businesses that don’t Administration officials, mean-

ethestatefund..” . = - : L Sy wl.lg_le,.’;pe[endqd ‘Gov. Stan Ste-

“We do not believe this bill-is fair-and does not-represent; the best——— pl}‘:"; lhepﬂva%wtm::l : 'eflf—"’f (s, S0

terests of business in Montana,” said Jim Tutwiler of the Montana which “they  said would only be : b i Stéphe
yamber 0f Commerce. : PR s made.when it canbe documented  But Dave . l?irtg:e st ittee
Insurance industry representatives argued that the extent of work: .  that such ventures mesh with ~ budget t(élﬁef,ttoim e
s c%!;?ensaﬁon problems is uncertain and that a temporary solution ;‘:;:rga;o:g;l glearly save tax- ! B TIUSY 100 O N e L1
nee » fo buy time until the 1991 Légilature can study the issue. .~ o parties’ comments came . f

their support behind Senate Bill 5 by Sen. Gene Th irrig 5 d
& ppo s offersa sﬁor‘_tﬁéx;m.séuti:n ae u? e - during’an informational meeting . B
cent premium increase this year =-of the Democrat-controlled }
bor . a Employme

Thayer said the Legislature does not have to adopt-a long-range plan Labor . and" 10y1 »

¥ sliminating the shortfall in the program and needs only'to ensure jt_t tions Committee, which provided

an remain solveRt.. . - . - e i onerof..uxe.ﬁrst_vqx_\ues-m_mp_sze;j _exp
‘Heacknowledged his bill is'a “Band-Aid approach,” but said that is - P gl;fmgwmfg; 8

etter than locking the state into the multi llion-dellar debtof the {05 . private tosinses ¥

mmdg;?m S Hous : e v??ugx;uf'f‘eopa“‘igﬁﬁ'&amym’“
YT 9 s g - 5 ! 2R : * -

Iit's on arrival in the e,” predicted Glaser. “The House ‘While labor opposes the admin-

ey d , : .

ekt Alds. By erybody says we'll ix it tomorrow, BULLY . stration initative, union, tepre- |

He said the House. would allow the scheduled premium increase to. sentatives said 'l;“’{“&“& be
sceur rather than approve Thayer's bill, - s S e ¢ "I

But the chances for Glaser's bill may have dimmed with a report by * . "7 .
w official from state Insurance Commissioner Andrea “Andy"’ Ben-
ett’s office. ... - N s . LT s
Enactment of the elaborate bonding plan in HB2 will not prevent the

\eed for a huge premium increase this July, said Randy Nordquist, an

nsura efinancial expert, " .- . o oo
“The state fund's rates are'diready solow that even withiout the bur-—
jen of the deficit, & 60, t rate increase will be needed, he said. . *..
- Fuad officials have estimated ouly a7 pércent raise will bé required.

Betfer access o

to committee END ENT | Y o
il\fO grani'ed e . g g § - oauesoav: mav
' ' ERTRAY | iTHURSDAY, MAY S1




" * of b‘ags ‘SUSpenueyu au UyETIIg, Ul uaiiesig - A LHE UGIEIAL. AUCUULLGE Viiit; s vy,
A “‘inch 50-cahber guns, unhl furthex‘ notlce, gressxonal lnvestlgaung agency, hired San-

“ the Navy said. - - ! dla to evaluate the testi done by the Navy
5 f(:il‘l’(:w- “*“The firing suspensxon is due to an unex- . 5 ng y .
zegrbugntxgt ‘plained ignition of 16-inch, 50-caliber powder- B A S B ;

e th.e__.,'ba‘ags dunng Navy testing "at Naval Weapons : (Mor,e‘ on-l()W A bégo 8

By BOB ANEZ
Associated Pres

Revnews were mixed 'I‘hursda nigh!
mittee began work on finding ‘a.comp
~solution to the | financial woes,of the st
gram' LR s B «. L
" Hotise and Senate'members of- -
fered alternatives fo the compet—
ing~ proposals’ “passed by each
~{-chamber-during-the: four~day -Spe-—

" cial "legislative - session,. but the

* panel teok no-action. " .

It wxll resume negot

atmns

. YTsa
Democrﬂé Majonty
Harper He one. ¢
‘committee members. “We' :
ting somewhere You- can sense
“the- 'n of the Sens e on th
~worl omp,issue

When asked

THANKS e Eleven Campbell Marcy Carroll Lo:s Champlm

1" teachers and em- Ray_Champlin, ‘Shirley Clearmaii, 'Mary
stees were honored at Alice Harrell, Hazel Johnson, -Diana Loble
ation-at-the-Golonial _and : “Jerry—Roth. and —trustees. Mignon . *
e honored were: Ann  Waterman and Paul Stahl. (Stafi phofa by

e Benjamm Jofin Gene Flscher) : : ¢ ingness of House ‘mem to’

- term solution ‘that includes 1ssuing'_
us gun pohcles

, e - Lewis and MSU spokeswoman Ianlyn Wes- ngreement o ,
e lOCkS UP, record that Brett Byers, . The House passed its'
arms/8A

'the suspect u§ es re would allow. the sale
of Brian Boed, :




b m—“Strippér’'-oil-production;-5-percent. A Montana n 10 ETICUUIAES 115 UCYEaUpsssten | wvaewys Smo sl o
. stripper well:produces less than 10 barrels of ~ -.“The See::Se' Republicans are. trying: to. . system of funding public
‘oilperday. . v T "o 'keép that industry n Montana,” he said. ‘1" ‘lature set.rates'for:
8 Oil royalty owners, 12.5 percent.  Roy-  don’t think we should start criticizing Repub- ''-gas pr n:
{ alty holders own mineral rights to the oil, and * licans for trying to save the' industry in-this . -
~—{—generallya 'Qtj‘nvolV‘ed~i&itsvpxzeductipmq:;;5tate.‘:? T T ook ST IR RRl T S8 £ ) i Sao
SIS, - § 7o o e LR e " . Democrats generally argued that the indus- ~_ Adjusting
-~ @ Regular natural gas production, 15.25 “ try was getting a tax cut because the flat tax .. da of the Sp
‘Work com Co e SRR G
. of money needed by the fund to to bond,” Sweeney said. . -
e . " cover ail outstanding -claims of = . . el ,
W injured workers. It would have .~ THE' CONFERENCE commit- tad, R-Ga al¢
T g £ " allowed the Board of Investments “tee worked on the bill for\foulzl_ fund: ‘officials; ed
Jack Ramirez, R-Billings. “I's o sell up to $220 million in bonds  hours, with the onl ‘real disa agency should be mos
- an incredibly expensive approach  to pay off the shortfall and would . ‘greement over whether the fund “from the-law. The,
to take.” = ‘ .have authorized an employer tax. - should have to ‘abide. by ‘state . conceded to- Hous
~All'we got was-a Band-Aid-for —to-retire-the-bonds-over-30-years, .. laws in_developing _its _admin Aring for
next time,” said Rep. John Cobb;, ~  But critics said that committed -~ 2 pokp S eR I
_| R-Augusta. ; . the state to a three-decade débt - .- . . . - .
““Well nothing’s perfect,” ac- and, Jed” by business leaders, K'll T e e o e
: Knowledged Rppubhcan Rep. Bill  they advocated a temporary solu- - - l _ er—s«_—-ﬂew e
: Glaser of Billings, one of the ar- tion until the 1991 Legislature can- = R 4
chitects of the measure. “We come up with a long-term an- . Continved from Page 1A ¥
-may not be able to come up with swer. . HE I e D S SR
all the bucks to do the cheapest - The compromise hammered Kitchen cabinet, anoth
| job..but_there's always tomor-- out by conference committee still ~.room closet and a third
row.” separates the deficit from the - ~lowed-ouf-mattre
Other supporters of the bill ad-  state fund as. of July 1. Anemi i :
mitted it leaves something to be  ployer tax of 30.cents per $100. (_;2_‘ ¢ ,
desired and the problems of the payroll that is scheduléd to end '
workers’ compensation program - in mid-1991 will ‘continue.at a
still ‘will confront-the 1991 Legis=rate-of 28-cents:———— b
lature. = The tax will bring:in “about -
g Sen. Gene Thayer, another au-  $13.3 million a year and;.cdupled -
thor of the bill, said the measure  with premium - payments “from.
‘Y-»—'-—~e£fers-a-}ongqterm._solnﬁQQ.With-. the 27,000 businesses covered by ., &nd JOUTB
" out locking the state in to a  the program, will creafe a sur- :
= lengthy debt through the sale of plus that can be loaried to pay off .- =L 0 0 _
? bonds. N the deficit. The money will be re- - the funeral of his mother
«We haven't solved everything,  paid at 7'4 percent interest. .. , . - Their sentences: end w
| but we've certainly put the ma-" © .o . reach age 21 because of statela
gl chinery in place,” the Great THE PROPOSAL accomplishes  that ‘existed at the ‘time ‘of : th
Falls Republican said. ‘“We're- -one of the. major reasons for - killings. "The law ‘said_juvenile
y not painted in a corner; there is  workers’ = compensation ~being under the age of 16 could n
. nothing that is binding.” - | considered in the session — it tried for felonies in district
House Bill 2 passed the Senate I heads off a 24 percent increase in The  law_ said . they.’ must"
490 and was approved by the _ premiums. scheduled for. July 1. released from custody.at age'2l,
i House an hour later 67-33. '  Instead, state fund officials esti- and the crime wip “thei
y ... - . matead percentincrease will be ~records: .- . s
’ . “THE PLAN WAS developed by needed. - .. - . The notoriety of the case
. members of the conference com- - - Patrick Sweeney, head of the . the 1985 Montana Legisl re to
mittee after the Senate made it  state fund; said the bill is good ~change state law governing juve- . |
- | _ clear. they would not accept any-. - for “policyholders _because__ its " niles who commit violent crime
»d - | solution that ~on  issuing- aw —juven
BE x.exemptbond T e ] e S i :
Ak A bill containing such a mecha-" " "The Legislature's plan is more - :in district court m
- acked by the governor ~_costly. than_the bond sale pre- ~to_state . prison- 8 = OF
5 the House by a wide  ferred by the fund, he said, and ~ transfers to the prison when they 1
A argin. ... . .. ‘.. that may- cause lawmakers to - reach age 18 in the Pine Hills fa- = <Ot
|- — The-measure would have sep: hange their minds in the futur: AR P
‘ rated ‘the State Compensation . ~“There may come. a - point in
_Mutual Insurance Fund from the. ~ time where the Legislature may
< unfunded liability, or the amount  ultimately grant us the authority
AR R g
gives. lowed the project and the! threat. - *

a tax of a "cqu_ _order halting work . "
xempt_. promipted e ppusial Session o

b

strong ™~ -Woman: kg 2

we are: said Friday,. 05w Daren Lo PUn s e
e ne# " Betty L. Siegel, also president of Kennesaw State College 1
i ‘; eIt “said teachers are constantly being criticized and poorly paid,
cies,” |1 any are turning away. from education because of it. - .

- @ax . g
chools. *“The bill " salle
" "Educator s

- ~woman-of-the-American Association f State Colleges and Universities

ays ed bashing must end @
- BILLINGS (AP) - The United States will experience a shortage of 1.
million teachers in public ed ication during the next decade, the chair- -

" tmha miaseave is we must honor education, restore the ___cqqtf
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Transplants increase sheep p

The last time biologists estimated Montana’s bighorn
sheep population, they figured about 5,500 sheep lived iti
40 herds scattered throughout the state; s

That count, done in the late 1980s, shows a *significa
increase” from 30 years 2go, when an estimated 2,500
head and 20'hérds called Moritana home, said Glens
Erickson, the chief of the Management Bureau of the
state Department of Fish, Wildlife and Parks. -

; rea to transplants similar |
to the recent onein the Sleeping Giant area, -~ - -
- Since thie late 19505, between 1,500 to'2,000 sheep; most
1y from the Sun Rivér area along the Rocky Mountai
Front, have been relocated to start new.herds. The -
rowth of those herds caused the increase; Erickson
Historically, almost all'of Montana was home to big:

. Enc_ksonsazd the licrease ks due to fr

Bill would require an // | pgam

B Reform préposals abound./8A ||
By LEN IWANSKI R
Assqqiat'ed- Px_'g_s_sv Wl_‘igerv - i iy )

their 'medical and hospital costs, a isy
maker said Saturday, Heil FORE L e
I'be a hotly contested provision” ofal. -
n Harp,-R-Kalispell; plar

%

bill Sen.Ji

d -dispersed: 4
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nent diskicts, HBE13, e-m genarany tevise
lgov.mmom general obligation and reve-

mate T-ukon m 413415, 8 am, —
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will focus on the measures’approved. by the
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said in an interview Monday.

But Hibbard warned that the package
won't “absalutely solve our workers’ compen-
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can't be done overnight. He noted it took SBlfrl HB
years for Montana's system to.get into trou-
ble, and it will take time to straighten it out.
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No-caboose law patched up B

A House panel Monday passed a bill to fix flaws in a Montana
law requiring trains without cabooses to have electronic rear-end
safety devices when crossing mountain passes,

The law, enacted by the 1991 Legislature, was thrown out by a
federal judge last fall after a challenge by Burlington Northern
lerioad The court held that the state law didn’t jibe with fed-
eral law.

Senate Bill 249 would allow Montana to require the devices only
*‘to the extent permitted by federal law.” .

A federal government review of railroad safety standards may
result in legislation at Congress to require the devnces at'ecertain
times.

House rejects jodicial salary bill B

By a one-vote margin Monday, the House defeated a bill that
would have h‘i}fed raise judicial salaries in } where
judges are paid less than in any other state or U.S. territory.

Representatives voted 48-49 against Senate Bill 336, which
would have qualified judges for the average percentage pay raise
of other state employees. The- Legtslalure hasn t decided yet’
whether state employees will get raises,

"From a market-based perspective, they're not asking for
much,”’ Rep. Duane Grimes, R-Clancy, said of the judges

to. ré-‘
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‘School officiais from across;the percent less. Gifted and talented
state found. thémselves at odds: °

with one anothér Monda,
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ating. .
. .‘The: proposal hy Rep
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talented programs.” ! 7!
* The vo-ed program would {get
$650,000 .annually ‘and. the :
"and talented program woul re-

<--ceive $150,000
e Johnson

- Grimes sponsored the-Senate bill-and tried
vive it after the one-vote defeat. ’ e s
Child support, lawsuit bills pussed L I
Bills intended to boost collection of child- -support payments and
to help finance a state pollution lawsuit passed the House on Mon-
day and will go to the Senate.
Representatives voted 66-32 for House Bill 482, which woild add
new teeth to the child-support enforcemient law. 2 :
Under the bill, courts could order the:yanking of state lxcenses ;
held by parents who are at least six months behind on support
payments. Included would be drivers’ licgnses, & d ional

and occupational licenses, <
The House voted 80-14 for a bill nllowmg the &.lau to borrow .
$7.6 million from the coal tax trust fund.

mine poilution in the Clark Fork Rwer basln, Most of the money.,
would go to repay the sta {h

ome tor low-income proparty lax reliel

fter his joTﬁtb\]dgers T
voted 1 eliminate motey fo {
he two programs The Hous Ap- ¢

" propriations Committee en
.- that decision last week

n-Monday's hearing before. the =
ommittee, ‘JahnSOn acknowl— :

programs gct about $450000 Aa

) Mon-
;y.on from the Notional Wea-.
the ther Service-in He]ena
re " Mtune 162,4 MHz on
£ waother mdlc or ccl
g QA
it1g- - <& FOR ROAD
m : condmons s in I‘h?'!{‘e!epu»_

o FOR 24-HOUR:
weqt er information -




